
James Monroe Becomes President



James Monroe Presidency Timeline

Directions: 

1.Read each slide

2.Summarize by answering the questions

3.Write vocabulary words on page 42



I was the 
popular 

President!



Civic Virtue
James Monroe was the fifth president of the United 
States. Monroe was the last Revolutionary War officer to 
become president. He was almost 60 years old when he 
took office, and he had old-fashioned manners. 
Americans were fond of his goodwill for the country. 
Monroe hoped to create a new sense of national unity. 

His famous accomplishment is the Monroe Doctrine. 

1. What number president was Monroe?
2. Why were Americans fond of Monroe as president?
3. What document was he famous for? 





Patriotic 
(showing Patriotism) 

Patriotism is support for your country.  

I am very 
patriotic

Page 42



Nationalism

Feeling proud of your nation

Page 42



Era of Good Feelings
After the War of 1812, Americans were proud of their 
country. This was called the “Era of Good Feelings”. Everyone 
showed their pride with patriotism and nationalism. This 
was a great time in history because America earned respect 
worldwide. 

1. Why is America proud of their 
country?

2. How did the world view America?



Supreme Court Cases
There are two important court cases during Monroe’s 
presidency. Both strengthened the Supreme Court and 
federal power over the states. 

McCulloch v. Maryland: National Bank of U.S. 

Gibbons v. Ogden: Regulate interstate commerce 
between different states 

1. Why are both of the Supreme Court cases important?



Supreme Court Cases
McCulloch v. Maryland: The state Maryland created a 2nd

National Bank of U.S. and tried to tax the Bank in order to 
drive it out of the state. The cashier, McCulloch did not 
pay the tax so the state of Maryland sued him. 

The court ruled that states had no right to interfere with 
federal institutions. The ruling strengthened federal 
power. 

1. What was this case arguing about?



Trade between different states

Interstate Page 42



The buying and selling of goods

Commerce Page 42



Supreme Court Cases

Gibbons v. Ogden: The use of waterways were the main 
transportation for trading on steamboats. The argument 
was over who can regulate interstate commerce of the 
steamboat passage ways between states. The court ruled 
that a state could regulate trade only within its own 
borders. 

1. What was the argument between Gibbons and  
Ogden?



Acquiring or buying land 

Acquisition Page 42



Land Acquisitions 1. What did Missouri wanted their state to be?
2. Why would the Missouri Compromise cause issues 

for the North and South?

The state Missouri was applying for statehood and 
wanted to be a slave state. Monroe created the Missouri 
Compromise to create a balance of free states and slave 
states. This will later cause issues between the North and 
South states. 



Land Acquisitions 1. Why did Spain sell Florida?
2. How much did U.S. pay for Florida?
3. What is the name of the Treaty?

As the United States was expanding westward, states 
were entering the Union. Spain was busy fighting in Latin 
America and could not risk war with U.S. Spain agreed to 
give Florida to the U.S. in exchange for $5 million dollars. 
The Adams-Onis Treaty took effect in 1821. 



Going against; rebel

Revolt Page 42



Latin America Revolts

When Monroe became president, there were countries in Latin 
America that wanted to claim independence from Spain. 
Mexico defeats Spain and becomes its own republic. Monroe 
wanted to support their fight for independence and to protect 
any other country invading Mexico. 

1. Which country did Latin America claim independence?
2. Why did Monroe wanted to protect Mexico? 



Should we support 
Latin America’s fight 
for independence?



Doctrine

A policy (plan) that establishes a certain 
idea or principle. 

Page 42





Monroe Doctrine

Monroe had a plan to protect the western 
hemisphere. He published the first foreign policy 
called the Monroe Doctrine. This policy states: 

1. Europe would not colonize anymore in the 
western hemisphere

2. US would not interfere in relations between 
Mexico and Europe. 

1. What kind of policy is the Monroe Doctrine?
2. What are the two restrictions on the Monroe Doctrine?





Leave U.S. Alone

The Monroe Doctrine stated-

“The American continents. . .are henceforth not to 
be considered as subjects for future colonization by 
any European powers."

Stay away 
from the 
Americas





Impact of Foreign Policies
Over the course of 5 presidents, foreign policies made 
a huge impact to the United States. Washington’s 
Farewell Address stated to remain neutral changed 
when Monroe came into office. The nation began to 
view itself as a protector of all the Americas after the 
Monroe Doctrine was published. 

1. How did the foreign polices change from 
Washington to Monroe?

2. Why is Monroe called the “protector”?

Stay away



You can’t claim any more 
land here in the Western 

Hemisphere!!

Yeah right 
America


