
Land Acquisitions

Today, you will be able to:
Identify areas that were acquired 

to form the US and analyze the 
concept of westward growth



Directions:

1. Write vocabulary words on page 77

2. Color the acquisition region

3. Read each slide

4. Complete your Land Acquisition 
organizer 



Westward Expansion

Vocabulary

Page 77-78
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Westward Expansion

Vocabulary
Pages 77-78

Destiny
Expansionist
To Acquire 
Pioneer
Annex

Timeline Voc. 

Land Acquisitions Voc. 

Territorial Acquisition
Treaty
Cede (cession)



Territorial Acquisition

- Land that has been acquired 

To acquire 
means to 

get

(Land) (to get)



Treaty

• A signed agreement



Cede (Cession) 

To give up land



Land Acquisitions



Territorial
Acquisition

Country 
acquired from?

Treaty 
Signed

Details

13 colonies  England
 France
 Spain
 Mexico

Louisiana 
Purchase

 England
 France
 Spain
 Mexico

Florida  England
 France
 Spain
 Mexico

Texas  England
 France
 Spain
 Mexico

Directions:
As you move through the 

presentation please fill out the 
chart 

The Important Details

Remember to write the name 
of the Territorial Acquisition



The 13 colonies were acquired from England
(Britain) after the American Revolution. This area
was acquired under the Treaty of Paris 1783 which
ended the Revolutionary War. America now
included the 13 colonies and the land east of the
Mississippi River.

The 13 Colonies and The United States 
Under the Treaty of Paris 



Territorial Acquisitions



Territorial Acquisition 
Louisiana Purchase



Louisiana Purchase 1803

Thomas Jefferson (3rd president) purchased the

Louisiana Territory from France in 1803. America

almost doubled the size of the United States.

1803



Louisiana Purchase 1803

The Louisiana Purchase gave U.S. full access to the

Mississippi River and Port of New Orleans. Lewis

and Clark were the explorers that went onto an

expedition to explore the new claimed land.

1803

Lewis and Clark were hired by Jefferson 

to explore the Louisiana Territory

The U.S. now 
extended to 

the Rocky 
Mountains

Mississippi 
River

Port of New 
Orleans



Territorial Acquisitions- Florida



Florida

President James Monroe, the 5th president, 

purchased Florida from Spain in 1819. Florida 

was given to the United States under the Adam-

Onis Treaty. 



The U.S. begins to expand

Florida



Territorial Acquisitions- Texas







Texas

Texas gained its independence from Mexico in
1835. The United States annexed (added) Texas
that was independent of 10 years. The
Annexation (addition) of Texas upset Mexico.
Annexation of Texas led to the U.S.- Mexico War.



Territorial Acquisitions- Oregon



Oregon

Oregon was acquired from Great Britain in 1846 
under the Oregon Treaty. The Oregon Territory 
makes up the Pacific Northwest. Both the U.S. 
and Great Britain claimed the area for many 
years. 



Territorial Acquisitions
Mexican Cession



Mexican Cession

President Polk declared war on Mexico over the 
dispute of Texas border. The Mexican Cession was 
acquired from Mexico after the U.S.- Mexico War. 
Mexico had to give up this vast (large) area under 
the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended the 
war. 

Rio Grande 
River







Territorial Acquisitions
Gadsden Purchase



Gadsden Purchase



Gadsden Purchase
The Gadsden Purchase was bought from Mexico for
$10 million under the Gadsden Treaty of 1853. U.S
needed this tiny area to build a railroad. This tiny area
below the Mexican Cession (just west of El Paso and
includes town of Tucson, Arizona).



Territorial Acquisitions
Completed Map


