e Settlements

The early 1600s saw the beginning of a great| : y.
emigration from Europe to North America '
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JAMESTOWN, VIRGINIA — THE FIRST COLONY_

Jamestown (1607)

“The first permanent English colony in the “New World” was established by the Virginia Company for
economic reasons. This private company hoped to profit from gold and other resources. 104
Englishmen and boys built 2 settlement of cabins surrounded by a stockade fence near the James River
2t lamestown, Virginia in 1607. The river and settlement were named after England’s King James I,

1. Jamestown was the first what? -
FAvst pevmanent lfyghsh colony

2. Why did the Virginiza Company establish the colony?
To MaKe Mioney

3. Howdidthe company hope to profit?

Heped fo profit- From ol

4. What did they set up around their cabins for protection?

5¢t Up. on 'FW‘l’

What date was it established?

|00

6. Who were the river and the settlement named after?

Nomed atter \<ma)JmM
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These first settlers, led by Captain John Smith, were men whao came in search of goﬂd, but found a
swampy area plagued with mosquitoes, that caused malaria. More men came, and they quickly used up

their supplies, and many later died from lack of food. The “Starving Time”, the winter of 1609, saw only
60 of the first 214 settlers at Jamestown survive.”

7. Who was their leader?

John Smith

8. What kind of conditions caused so many to die?

- Malavia and \ack of food.

Recorded by Captain John Smith', from The Generall Historie of Virginia (1624)

“In a land without roads, rivers play an important role, and the Chesape;ake Bay had many streams that
fed into it. The first colonists depended on rivers to get crops frem the farms to the markets. Land
owners could build their farms along these rivers, and ocean-going ships could sail up these streams for
many miles. These geographic conditions were favorable in developing the future plantations in
Maryland and Virginia. At the same time, land away from these areas remained undeveloped.”

q.. Why did rivers play an important role?

NO roads

1{7. - Why did the land owners build farms along the rivers?

To et Uups o ne markets

‘The Start of Slavery

“Despite initial setbacks, the colony of Jamestown became profitable. By 1619, Jamestown was
exporting tobacco to England for the new fashion of smoking. The new tobacco economy crezted a
labor shortage, and the need for workers grew. They first tried to enslave the American Indians, but
they often escaped. In 1618, the first enslaved people from Africa arrived in the colony. They would
hecome the foundation of agriculture. )

§1. What crop did they grow in Virginia that helped them do well economically?

“Tobacep

{2. Leborshortage means that there weren’t enough people to hire to work in the fields. Who did
the plantation owners get to do the work?
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Who?
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Vivginia

When?

First meeting held
in 1619
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Virginia House
of Burgesses
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Why?

Colonists would meet
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to discuss their
needs

How?
Elect
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